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I told my peqple in 1940, we must distinguish between the American government and the American people, even as we must distinguish between the German government and the German nation.
It is fair to point out here that if the same dilatory tactics applied to the problem of getting supplies to China had been applied to the problem of getting scrap iron and oil to Japan, it could have been equally successful, and Japan might now have a dozen million gallons less of petrol and seven million tons less of first-grade scrap-iron to fight America with. On the other hand, if getting supplies to China had been handled with half the alacrity and cheerfulness with which permits for shipments of scrap-iron and oil to Japan were granted by the American State Department, and if there had been such a smooth-running machine for giving aid to China since 1939 as for giving aid to Japan, China would now already have the striking offensive power to drive the Japanese into the sea without the sacrifice of American soldiers* lives.
It should be clearly understood that I am not one given to grumbling; when other powers help China, I do not hesitate to express my appreciation. In the first years of the China War, Russia gave China supplies cheerfully, speedily, and in generous volume, and Germany herself gave supplies to China cheerfully, speedily, and in generous volume. What had to be done was done efficiently. Particularly orders from Germany arrived in China in characteristic German fashion, with every detail worked out and provided for, with full repair parts and ammunition and oil for a full year's supply and upkeep for each unit, and with blueprints, instructions, and assembly technicians. When the hundred American P-4O'$ were given to China, they were deprived of their radio sets, and a Chinese company had to cast about and order